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"That's fine!" Kara moved closer to his host.
"I'll dismiss both at the same time—"
"Do you have any successors in mind, Monsieur?"
"Huh, Matsuda-san, I have hope of persuading certain people, but
during the present Diet session I want you to take over die Finance
Post and Hara-san to look after the Communications Department be-
sides your present assignments. That will keep the opposition in
suspense."
"We'll act as you command, but, Chief, whom have you in mind to
replace the quarrelling Ministers?" Kara asked.
"Huh, two influential members of the House of Peers— If this
scheme succeeds, it will startle Genro Yamagata, who thinks the
Upper House is completely in his hands."
"Monsieur, that'll kill two birds with one stone." The Justice
Minister relaxed.
"Well, Chief, by that method we keep the Lords on our side, then
in May the general elections will come. I'm certain that after the elec-
tion we'll have a greater majority in the Lower House than we have
now, because the public hailed our nationalizing the railways. And
I'll get the Prefects and the police authorities throughout the country
to work for the candidates nominated by the Seiyukai Party."
"Hara-kun," Matsuda objected, "your cherished idea of abolishing
the county system, the subdivision of the prefecture, will enrage
Genro Yamagata, who originated the plan many years ago, don't you
think?" He glanced at SaionjL
"It will, Matsuda-san. The measure passed the Lower House last time,
but was defeated in the Upper House. I still think the county system
is outdated. It must be done away with in order to economize on
governmental expenditures and accelerate the political and adminis*
txative co-ordination of the central and local governments. I'll push
that measure until I succeed"
Matsuda looked uncomfortable.
"What do you think of the Socialists now?" said the Premier.
"Oh, Chief, I think your original idea was excellent When we
lifted the ban against them, they deflated like a punctured balloon. We
didn't hear any more of their abusive complaints."
"But," Matsuda interjected, "now the Genros are terrified, and our
liberal policy and the failure of the budget retrenchment irritates the
businessmen,"
:     "So you recognize that the business group is already restless, huh?"

